History of the Sedona Fire District
1957 — Present

This history article has been compiled throughytbars with credit given to current and
former Sedona Fire District members — Pat Sullivdohn Conway, Karen Hatler, Tricia
Greer, Matt Shobert, and Gary Johnson.

Sedona, located in one of the most scenic aredm aountry, is nestled at the mouth of
Oak Creek Canyon in North-Central Arizona, uniqusthaddling two counties —
Coconino and Yavapai. The “Red Rocks of Sedonadetttourists from all over the
world and today’s Sedona Fire District is highlgitred, equipped, and ready to respond.
However, back in the early days, residents in Sadegre concerned about their small
town’s need for fire protection.

In the late 1940s, the newly organized Sedona-QaklCChamber of Commerce put out
a fire bucket for contributions to a “Firefightifigind”. A grand total of $40.44 was
collected! Not discouraged, they appointed CachBrdsas the first “unofficial” fire

chief in 1950.

Two years later, December 15, 1952, Chief Richbrase-purchased Sedona’s first fire
truck through money raised by the community ancuahoontributions from people
living on both sides of the County line. The truakused 1944 Mack Hardy Navy crash
truck, quickly became affectionately known as thartle”.

As one might guess, the “Turtle” wasn’t the fasthgig around! It lacked the power to
climb Sedona’s hills and because it only carried déllons of water and there were no
hydrants, firefighting was a real challenge. H tfiurtle” ran out of water, the volunteer
firefighters left the scene to go to the fill stetiand then return to the fire. If they got
back before the fire rekindled, they consideredntbelves really lucky.

Although the “Turtle” was the first fire truck purased by the town, it was not the first
fire truck in the area. Robert Kittredge, owneFofest Houses in Oak Creek Canyon,
purchased a 1942 Maxim from the City of Gila Bemdbite 1951. He and many Canyon
residents were genuinely concerned about the dissibilities of fire and volunteered
both time and dollars to help one another. TheimMastayed at Forest Houses until
Kittredge donated it to the Sedona Fire Departriv@hinteers Association in June 1985.
It has since been renovated by the Sedona Hist@aaety and is frequently on display
at public events.

As tourism grew, the numbers of people moving tgtothe community increased daily.
Residents knew they needed more fire protectiompetgnt and personnel than the
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unofficial fire department provided. The pivotaeat was the fire that destroyed Hart's
Store near the corner of the two major highwaysingrmto town, known as the “Y” by
locals.

In the summer of 1956, donations and pledges watheety sought from community
members to fund a fire department. The Sedona&ea&k Volunteer Fire Department
was officially created on April 7, 1957 by a groofocommitted volunteers. They had
already dealt with some frightening structure fiaesl realized the potential for risk was
increasing. Tom Frost, whose efforts were instmiia@an developing the official fire
department, was named the fire chief and had &tseygrtreasurer and fourteen
volunteers to work with him.

In 1957 most Sedona residents lived in CoconinonBowithin the boundaries of the
newly formed fire district, but those living in Yapai County were without fire
protection. It made residents aware of the tecimmblems that occur when a
community is split geographically. That legal grdditical hurdle did not stop the
volunteers! Although they were ineligible for coemsation if injured and were restricted
by threats of personal lawsuits, Tom Frost and/bisnteers crossed the county line to
help whenever needed.

In October 1960, the Red Rock Fire District wasrfed, spear-headed by the newly
formed Red Rock Taxpayers’ Association, and thenBoline quandary was partially
resolved. The Yavapai County district consiste&iod Chief Jack Wager, a
secretary/treasurer, and eleven volunteers. Thalisiricts drew up a mutual aid
agreement that allowed them to legally cross thatoline to work as a team.

Red Rock Fire District built its first two-bay stat on land donated by a development
company in Grasshopper Flats on Harmony Drive.yWnere also given the “Turtle”,
which they used until 1964 when their new Ameritairance pumper was delivered.
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Technology was not what it is today. The interlagkalarm system (known as the Fire
Department Command Conference Circuit) consistatiree alarm phones, each of
which had six buttons for a siren, command buze,dverride, dial conference, and two
outside lines. The volunteer who answered the pli@pressed the command buzzer to
ring the twenty volunteers around town. If a vaéer's phone was busy, the fire
override button interrupted the conversation bypbege The volunteer would hang up
and pick up the phone again to be automaticallyzeoted to command.

Volunteers away from their phone knew there waseanthen they heard the siren. They
dialed a special number to connect to the conferéne. The siren was set off by
holding downs its button and would sound as lont) was depressed. If there was a
power failure, the system still ran off batteries.

By early 1963, a fire truck was stationed at Vev@dley School and six teachers
qualified to use the equipment. Red Rock hopdulittal a small fire station in the
Village of Oak Creek, but that was still ten yeavgy.

Sedona’s first ambulance was donated by the Busianaed Professional Women'’s Club
(BPW) of Sedona in March 1963. Not everyone inddedwas happy because many
thought the community was not ready to staff orafgan ambulance. “Big Bertha”
was so nicknamed because it was a converted van.

“Big Bertha’s” arrival was the beginning of the Vioteer Firemens’ Rescue Unit,
eventually evolving into the modern “Emergency MedliServices” (EMS) division.

Red Rock assumed the administrative responsililgithough the rescue unit served the
entire community and was financed by donations.

The first fire department newsletteFifeline”, was published in 1965 and written as a
combined effort to keep volunteers and rescue squeadbers of both fire districts
informed. Discontinued later, it was resurrected984 when a contest was held to
name it — and the winner was “The Sedé&iraline”. In 2005, the monthly newsletter
was renametiSFD Matters”, suggested by a firefighter’s wife, Michele Waksel

The interlocking alarm system was expanded to 4hes by 1966. With so many
picking up the phone, background noise made heafingst impossible. And, there
were 27 fire calls that year — which means at |B@sattempts to get the word out for
assistance.

Land for Station #2 on Upper Red Rock Loop Road deasated in 1964. They received
the old pumper when Red Rock replaced it with a iB@ gallon American LaFrance.
Changes were constant because of the area’s cedtgrowth. During 1968, another
bay was added to the Harmony station. An autontiatier was installed on the alarm
system so the siren would go off automatically wttenbutton was pressed, rather than
having to hold it down continuously.

1970 brought dramatic changes in the Rescue Serdgegona instituted training
regulations for ambulance drivers and attendahtsey now needed to become
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTSs), rather thawvirig only basic Red Cross First
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Aid training. Although the State regulated thertirag, EMTs were not certified and
were governed by the Division of Railroads under@orporation Commission.

Russ Petit, who came to be known as Sedona’s “FafieMS”, attended three days of
training in November 1970 to become Sedona’s EMT. Sharing what he learned, he
taught other rescue squad members and continueddb EMT classes after it became a
full-fledged college course. Russ’ wife, Geordgiacame a member of SFD after he
became an EMT. Russ and Georgia were a dynanmt, teanaging the rescue division
for eleven years. There is no doubt they werddherunners of today’s sophisticated
emergency medical services.

In 1971, an agreement was worked out with the E&esvice, Imperial Properties, and
Coconino County for one acre of land for the newntyg complex on Forest Road
(where the old Sedona Oak Creek Station #1, thegjail the judge’s office were
located). Because the State had placed a limit@amount a fire district could budget,
Sedona-Oak Creek found themselves with a probl&hey needed to complete the
station before the old one was moved, but thetoosbnstruct the new station was more
than they could budget and the district could rmotycforward a debt.

If they used the funds to build the station, thecelld be no money left to operate the
district. Once again, the town came to the resdueough donations and the money
Sedona-Oak Creek could spend and still run theictisthere was enough to complete
the station. Station #4 was built with fundingrfreesidents who came to the rescue with
sufficient donations to build the station and kdepbudget on track. It is still the
location of Station #4 and SFD now owns the emgraperty. The current Sedona
Regional Communications Center is located upstaitisis building.

Station #4, in Uptown Sedona, has grown and chamg#tdthe increased demands for
services. The Communications Center and shift cpgavters are upstairs.

The Harmony station was increasing in size to aconodate needed rescue equipment.
The rescue service had its own telephone numbé&e the fire phone, it rang in each
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member’s house. The conference line was utilinegket information and to coordinate
member response to the scene or ambulance.

The first paid fire department member was Ollie &inFire Marshal for Sedona-Oak
Creek, hired in 1971. The retired firefighter fr&h Louis lived in a house trailer by the
fire station, handling the district’s business agsbonding to calls.

By 1972, State Fire District Laws required the poss of Chief and Secretary/Treasurer
to be filled by public election every two yearsieously, they were elected from
among the volunteers themselves.

A community tragedy occurred on December 15, 19fé&ma civilian died in an arson
fire. The woman'’s husband, unable to locate héhérheavy smoke, got out of the house
to call the fire department. He was later changéd arson and homicide and brought to
trial. Red Rock Fire District officials found ewdce the fire was arson-caused, but the
County later dismissed the charges because ofdwagircumstances”.

It was getting far too difficult to notify emergegnoesponders through the telephone
system alone. The Coconino County Sheriff's Offiegian 24-hour dispatching with the
help of the USFS and the fire districts. A Fed&ednt to the USFS paid the salaries of
two dispatchers and SFD paid for one part-timeatdper. In return, the Sheriff's Office
dispatched fire calls and patrolled USFS campgreumdak Creek Canyon.

Ben Renfro, a retired Los Angeles firefighter, iaed by Red Rock as their Fire
Marshal in late 1972. Like Ollie Simon in Oak Gtebe handled district business and
responded to calls.

The Big Park Development Company donated a loted Rock for a two-bay fire station
in 1973. A campaign was immediately begun to riéelunteers in the area to staff the
station when it was completed.

Sedona’s rescue unit grew to twelve trained volemeeronary teams strategically placed
throughout the community who were dispatched tayegeronary call equipped with a
resuscitator and trauma bag. The team locateestids the call generally arrived before
the ambulance!

A statewide EMS system had evolved by 1974 withthinee-day EMT training class
expanded to a full college course. EMTs and anmoa@ls remained governed by the
Division of Railroads. Things became more compidan 1978 because of the division
of responsibilities. Ambulances were licensedh®/€orporation Commission; Basic
Life Support (BLS) personnel were tested by theddpent of Public Safety, but
licensed as “ambulance attendants” by the Corgmra&@iommission. Advanced Life
Support (ALS) personnel were governed by the Depant of Health Safety (DHS). The
paperwork become both a nightmare and a disaét@ublic vote in 1981 finally made
DHS the regulatory agency for training, ambulanbasge hospitals, and BLS and ALS
personnel.

The first two IEMTs at SFD were Gitti Silven anchi@ameron in 1978. lan began the
certified emergency paramedic (CEP) course in Pkaegear later with the financial
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assistance of the Sedona-Oak Creek Volunteer Firsmesociation and community
donations. He became the first career CEP for S&®a member of Sedona-Oak Creek,
they supervised him, with all other medics mandmge&ed Rock. In 1984, all EMS
personnel fell under the supervision of Red Rodéssistant Chief, with the cost to run
the division split between the two districts.

lan Cameron, first career paramedic with SFD. Rhot
was taken during his second term on the governing
board, several years after his retirement as a &guh
Chief from SFD.

1978 also saw the organization of the Red Rock Meler Firemen’s Association, and
the first area maps were used to help respondirsppeel find the location of the
emergency in the ever-growing Sedona area.

Red Rock reorganized in 1979 by public vote. Feopreviously elected Fire Chief and
Secretary/Treasurer, they made the change to aferaber Governing Board. The first
board included: John Carlson, Chairman; Chet Hdw@terk; and members Dr. Thomas
Matlock, Mirs Satran, and Robert Silven.

A giant step forward was made in 1980 with thealigtion of the 9-1-1 system. All of
Sedona’s emergency telephones were finally corest@iinto one. The public had an
easy number to remember, providing the opportupitypetter emergency service. The
educational campaign for “Dial 9-1-1” was high pitip.

1980 saw the development of an Emergency Servigesetnent stipulating all ALS
personnel fall under the medical direction of th®se hospital. Fire districts were not
allowed to govern themselves by law, but could aregheir own budgets, approve
expenditures, and write checks, which had been tgriee County Board of
Supervisors. Red Rock also officially changedrthame to Sedona-Red Rock.

John Olson was appointed Fire Chief for Red RodWamch 1982, coming from
Flagstaff and Page Fire Departments for severabye@onstruction began on a new
dispatch center at Station #4 in 1984. The disatcremained County employees until
July 1, 1985 when the fire district assumed didpatgresponsibilities.

In 1985, John Olson was also appointed Chief ob8adDak Creek, a first step in
combining the fire districts into one operationeganization. An Intergovernmental
Agreement (IGA) resulted in the formation of thel&ea Fire Department, governed by
both district boards. State Law prevented the ereofifire districts across County lines,
but they could combine administrative and operatidunctions while the legal
boundaries and fiscal obligations remained unchange
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Construction began on the first phase of SedonaRRett’s Station #1 on Southwest
Drive, including apparatus bays and supply rooRisase II, in 1986, included the
administrative offices. Phase Ill, the west wimgJuding the training room, large
community room, and shift crew quarters, was noageted until 1992.

In 1985, an Air Force A-10 jet crashed in Oak Cr€akiyon. Accompanied by another
A-10, the two jets were flying through the cloudreped canyon when the one jet
slammed into the canyon wall behind Twin Oaks.th&t crash site, department personnel
were hampered by exploding ammunition and live dsuscattered on the ground.

The October 1985 issue Birehousemagazine, named Sedona Fire Department one of
the top 25 fire departments in the country in diclarentitled, “In Search of Fire Service

Excellence”. Also, in 1985, the Uniform Buildingp@e was approved by popular ballot,

and adopted in 1987 to coincide with the incorporaof the City of Sedona.

In 1988, a five-person governing board was eleateégiedona Oak Creek, replacing the
elected Chief and Secretary/Treasurer. Board mesmibeluded John Carlson,
Chairman; James Sumner, Clerk; and members JadeWlilewis Miller, and Carlton
Breitmaier.

Shortly after the Sedona-Oak Creek Board was swoithe largest fire in Sedona

history up to that time caused $1.5 million dollexslamage at the Sedona Airport.
Arriving at 0645 hours, firefighters worked to canitthe situation into the early
afternoon. Suppression efforts were hamperedlagkaof water pressure and dripping
magnesium, which burnt through one hose, slowiregatpns. The fire was started by
spontaneous combustion from solvent soaked ragesrlehpled on a wooden work
bench. Fifty percent of the building and threglaines were destroyed, with three others
receiving heavy heat and smoke damage.

During 1989, Station #8 was built on land westavin partly donated by the Great
Outdoor American Adventure and partly purchasethftbe USFS under the Townsite
Act. Sedona-Oak Creek bought Station #5 in OalekCanyon, and what is now
known as the Station #1 “annex” was purchased qu Bave.
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Station #5 in Oak Creek Canyon.

William J. “Bill” Pritchard, Jr., a Volunteer DepuChief, was appointed Fire Chief in
1990. He had joined Sedona-Oak Creek as a volumd®74, following in the fire
service tradition of his family. During his tenuthe third phase of Station #1 was
completed and Station #5 was remodeled and expantiéeén Chief Pritchard was
appointed, there were four career firefighter/mgdiBritchard streamlined the
department into four major divisions and added asigtant Chief for each: John
Conway, Administration and Community Services; i@itven, Emergency Medical
Services; Jim Elmer, Fire and Logistics; and Baltkison, Support Services. After Chief
Silven retired, Paul Coe joined the team as EM®{CHVieanwhile, the full-time staff —
for both administrative and operations — was grgwapidly.

After a public hearing that invited community dission regarding this plan, the 1991
Uniform Fire Code was adopted by the Governing Baar April 13, 1993. Sprinklers
were required for all residences of 5,000 squaegedad more, and for all commercial
buildings of 3,000 square feet or more.

A major project for Chief Pritchard and his stafisithe turning the two districts into one
through consolidation. In November 1993, Sedomna Bistrict was authorized by the
voters to do business as one district, with one-fierson board. This eliminated much
of the duplication of efforts required by two bosyrduch as two budgets, two sets of
accounting books, two agendas and Minutes for Boeetings, etc. With the
consolidation approval, the community also elettedfollowing Board members:
James Evans, Chairman; George Tice, Clerk; and men@arlton Breitmaier, Denny
Mandeville, and Steve Wood. Later, with the reatgm of Steve Wood, Gary
Karademos was appointed to the Board and was alffie@lected in November of 1996.
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After 21 years of service to the department, Biitdhard resigned as Chief on October 9,
1995 to re-enter the private sector. After a matide search, Scott Alvord arrived from
Oregon as Fire Chief in 1996, and the district gegnwere continuing at a rapid pace.
While the numbers of volunteers remained strongyethvere continued increases in full-
time employees. Third party ambulance billing wasated; a volunteer medical
transport team and community services van waginsti; the Communications Center
began adding other agencies to their dispatchitigglta new station in the Village of
Oak Creek was designed and construction begari:a9e Uniform Fire Code was
adopted. The needs of the community dictated thdded services and responsibilities.

During the 2 ¥z years Chief Alvord was at SFD, otbrglanizational changes occurred
resulting in one assistant chief for administratidohn Conway), a deputy chief (David
Watters), and three battalion chiefs (Bill Bolem Elmer, Dan Wills). Since the City of
Sedona’s incorporation in 1988, many residentsrasdithe Sedona Fire Department
was a municipal fire department. In order to hrelguce that confusion, Chief Alvord
dropped the word “department” and started operasgimply the Sedona Fire District.

The Alarm Room officially was designated as the iBegl Communications Center.
They had dispatched for Pinewood Fire Departmenydars, but then began adding
others. Soon, SFD was dispatching for 9 diffeegggncies, including Camp Verde Fire
District, Clarkdale Fire Department, CottonwoodeHepartment, Jerome Fire
Department, Montezuma-Rimrock Fire District, Pinedd-ire Department, Verde
Valley Ambulance, and Verde Valley Fire Distridh January 2007, two more districts
were added to the Communications Center: MayerBis&ict and Black Canyon City
Fire District.

Fire Station #3, Village of Oak Creek. This was slecond station in the Village,
replacing the original one built in 1973.
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The first women were elected to the governing baadP98: Caryn Maxwell and Clerk
Laura Rumann. Other members were lan Cameron, Kamademos, and Denny
Mandeville.

The 1997 edition of the Uniform Fire Code was addgiy the SFD Governing Board on
May 12, 1998. The sprinkler requirements for resiks remained at 5,000 or more
square feet, while the commercial was reducedno. zExceptions could be allowed
after Fire Marshal review.

Fire Chief Larry Drake arrived from Orange Cour@glifornia, in late 1999. SFD had
been doing third party ambulance billing, outsoogdio a medical billing company to
process invoices. The assignment was broughtursénwiith the hiring of an Ambulance
Billing Specialist. With the completion of Stati&d in the Village of Oak Creek in
1998, SFD had four stations fully staffed with nesdand firefighters. Because the calls
in the Canyon were also increased, Station #5 wgsaded and also staffed full time,
although with a smaller crew.

In 1999, Assistant Chief John Conway retired a@plus years with SFD as a volunteer
and then, career member. A 7-year-old girl miraasly survived a 90-foot fall from a
trail west of Midgley Bridge, and SFD personnelkgid her off with the help of a
helicopter.

During Chief Drake’s tenure, the district trangital to a fully career department. Also,
the Statewide Mutual Aid plan was developed an@piexl, and several Verde Valley
mutual and automatic aid agreements were also mgéed. The need for more
universal planning for public safety entities beeaarhigher priority as it realized that
successful partnerships were essential to serelbeety.

SFD Battalion Chief Dan Wills was deployed to Newrk City in the aftermath of the
terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001. ChiefsMient to New York as a member of
the Southwest Interagency Incident Management Teaassist at the 16 acres of rubble
formerly known as the World Trade Center. He wssgmned to the Logistics Section as
a Communications Unit Leader. His primary resploitiies were to establish and
maintain all types of communications equipmentyall as manage the Incident
Communications Center. Chief Wills said what wodddinitely stay with him is the
sense of patriotism that all the workers and regglef New York City felt during that
tragic time.

SFD sent crews to help fight the Rodeo-Chedisla FirJune 2002. The Rodeo-Chediski
fire was a wildfire that burned in east-centralzdmna beginning on June 18, 2002, and
was not controlled until July 7. It was the woistest fire in Arizona to date, consuming
467,066 acres of woodland. Several communitiesithioy Show Low, Pinetop-
Lakeside, and Heber-Overgaard were threatenedaohtbhbe evacuated.

In 2003, the Governing Board consisted of BoardiGbaryn Maxwell, Board Clerk
Tom Wells, and members, lan Cameron, Charles @nssn, and Ralph Graves. They
adopted a Resolution to recognize the Internatidisabciation of Firefighters, beginning
an official Meet and Confer process for SFD. Adistiative and support personnel
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formed their own association for representationthByroups meet annually with
management to develop a contract for the folloviiecal year. All of this is tied in with
the budget process.

Fiscal Year 2002/2003 saw the realization of thet frue Strategic Plan for SFD. It was
developed with the assistance of a Steering Cormaenitiat represented several areas of
the fire district, including the Governing Boarddasmaller groups that were assigned
specific categories.

On October 2, 2004, a single engine bi-plane, giteng an emergency landing on
Highway 89A in Sedona, struck the rear end of ackefand came to rest partially in the
roadway. The pilot, James Barron, was giving plaie tour of Oak Creek Canyon to a
couple from Oregon when the plane began to expaziengine problems. The pilot
headed back to the Sedona airport, but realizingdwdd not make it, he chose Highway
89A as a landing alternative. The plane descemastbound onto Highway 89A and
touched down as it approached Coffee Pot Road.traffec light turned red causing a
car in front of the plane to slow down in preparatio stop. The driver of the vehicle
saw the plane in his rearview mirror and attempdehove to the right to stop in hopes
that the plane would pass over the vehicle. Thetaight wing struck the rear of the
vehicle causing the plane to veer around the velaiotl come to a stop on its left side,
partially in the AM-PM gas station parking lot. Lkiky, there were no serious injuries.

A warm rain storm, coupled with rapid snow meliysaeandering Oak Creek turn into
raging flood waters in late December 2004 and ekmhuary 2005, forcing the
evacuation of upwards of 250 Sedona residents. bfidlge at Tlaquepaque was closed
for part of the day as a result of high water. Bexsce on Blackhawk Lane and the end of
Brewer Road were impacted by the flood waters. 8FRrgency crews responded to 46
calls during this four day period

When Chief Drake resigned in early 2005, Deputye€Matt Shobert was tapped by the
Board to handle the position of Fire Chief durimgiaterim period. Six months later, he
was appointed the full-time Chief. Shobert cam8F® in June 2000 as the fire
district’s Deputy Fire Chief.
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Fire Chief Matt Shobert
2005 - 2008

On April 21, 2005, Sedona suffered a $3 millionlaoloss with the fire that destroyed
Lumbermen'’s, a local building supply store. Beesll fire started in the middle of the
night, it was fully involved by the time someonevsand reported it, and SFD was able
to respond. Upon arrival, fire crews found heawy ¥isible from the roof section of the
store. Equipment and personnel from other agemtsesresponded and assisted in
extinguishing it. Although there was a large pryp#ss, no one was harmed.

In February 2004, SFD annexed an additional 38requées west of the District. By
October 2005, SFD also annexed 8 square milestsdhth. By the time both
annexations were completed, SFD’s response area teasl of 168 square miles which
is about six times the size of the City of Seddha;district includes West Sedona,
Uptown, the Village of Oak Creek, Red Rock Loopaat®@ak Creek Canyon, and areas
west of the City’s boundaries.

During 2006, Sedona suffered two major wildlanddir The first, La Barranchegan on
June ¥ in a residential area of the Village of Oak Creeki quickly moved onto Forest
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Service land. The 836 acre fire directly impadigd subdivisions resulting in the
evacuation of all residents east of La Barrancénose was lost, as well as two smaller
buildings.

LaBarranca Fire, June 2006
Photo: Charlie Allen, SFD Photographer/Videographe

The second fire started on Father’s Day, Jurfe 48d became known as the Brins Fire;
it threatened Oak Creek Canyon, something the camtynibad always dreaded. Oak
Creek Canyon and sections of Uptown Sedona werauated due to the 4,317 acre fire
which cost $6,400,000 and over 800 personnel ttadoit. SFD provided support to the
U.S. Forest Service firefighting crews, many of whaere from out of state.

Fortunately, SFD had initiated an emergency warsiysjem utilizing sirens that had
been purchased with a grant award just prior tedhiges. Residents and visitors now
had an alerting system to make them aware of aemadlipg emergency situation.

Oak Creek Canyon was closed in late July 2006 dsebstantial rock, mud, and debris
flow issues caused by the monsoon storms and assdavith the Brins Fire carnage on
Wilson Mountain. Passengers were trapped in vehigetween multiple slides in the
Indian Gardens area, but without serious injuries.

Sophisticated technology improvements continuachfirove our service capability. A
new microwave system was installed in 2005/2006.ekectronic staffing program was
implemented in 2005. Paperless reporting, whitdwal firefighters to write reports
directly into the computer system in the field,vo online in 2007.

Also, in 2006, SFD adopted a new motsafe... Friendly... Dedicated!

In February of 2007, the current Governing Boar@afyn Maxwell, Tom Wells, Joy
Moore, Liza Vernet, and Ralph Graves approved threlase of approximately one and
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a half acres between Christ Lutheran Church ande¢lesh Community Center and is
moving ahead with plans for the development ofadtation for the Chapel-area.

In line with SFD’s philosophy to encourage eduagatad training in 2007, professional
development standards were raised
throughout the district.

On SFD’s 58' Anniversary, April 7,
2007, current and past members all
gathered on the banks of Oak Creek
at Los Abrigados Resort to celebratg
at a family picnic.

In March 2008, Fire Chief Matt
Shobert announced his retirement
from Sedona Fire District, as he had|
accepted the Fire Chief position in
Hemet, California. Chief Shobert’s
last working day at SFD was on April
18, 2008. The Fire Board appointed
25-year plus employee, SFD Assistant Chief Bill&phs the interim Fire Chief. Chief
Boler began leading the district on April 19, 2008.

Board Member Joy Moore announced she would be mgdeiiCalifornia and tendered
her resignation in August 2008. The Board theroappd Dick Fishel to complete Ms.
Moore’s term of office. In November 2008, a neweHdoard was created with the
election of new member, Don K. Harr, and former-8Boslember Charles Christensen,
with the balance of the Board being veterans, R@mves, Caryn Maxwell, and Liza
Vernet. Due to family commitments, Mrs. Maxweligned later that month, and Bert
Berkshire was selected to complete her term.

Nazih Hazime — SFD Fire Chief: 2009 to Present
After a nationwide search, SFD selected Nazih
Hazime of Dearborn, Michigan, to serve as its Fire
Chief beginning on September 1, 2009. His parents
were born and raised in Lebanon and settled in the
United States in 1955 to start a family in the aty
Highland Park, Michigan. He began working at the
age of 14 and his employment with the City of
Dearborn began in the maintenance division of the
Department of Public Works, while attending
college when he was 18. He applied to the Fire
Department and was selected in 1984 as a
probationary firefighter. Before being named Fire
Chief in 2004, | held the positions of Firefighter
Firefighter Il, Pump Operator Firefighter IIl, and
Lieutenant.
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Chief Hazime is a 2008 graduate of the Executive Bifficer Program at the National
Fire Academy, Emmitsburg, Maryland; a 2001 gradfraie the School of Fire Staff and
Command from Eastern Michigan University; has rneegispecialized training in
Homeland Security community preparedness; compleiredOfficer 1, 2, and 3 training,
and is a 1982 graduate with an Associate DegrégenScience from Henry Ford
Community College.

Sedona Fire District has been ever evolving dutfiregpast 50+ years! One thing has
remained constant, however, even with the changequipment, facilities, and
technology. The “constant” has been the peoplee geople are what make the
organization thrive. Without those dedicated imndliials throughout SFD’s history, the
calls would not be dispatched, there would be nergency responses, the trucks would
not run, the computers would not “compute”The people are the heart and soul of the
organization. And they are dedicated to providimgbest service possible to the
beautiful community of Sedona, Arizona.
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